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QUAKERS & CREATION 

CARE: PROBLEMS & 

POTENTIALS IN QUAKER 

THEOLOGY  



ECO-REFORMATION 



DESERT FATHERS & MOTHERS, AUGUSTINE 



ÁUniversal message Ą Imperial interpretation 

ÁConflation of philosophy & theology 

ÁEradicate nature worship in Europe (emphasis on male 

leadership) 

ÁLand acquisition, vested interest in feudal system 

WHAT HAPPENED? 



HEBREW COSMOLOGY 

ÁGodõs in-breaking 

Word creates 

ÁPositive: God created 

everything, and itõs all 

ògoodó 

ÁNegative: easily 

translates to Greek 

dualism (order vs. 

chaos, Word vs. 

matter)  



GREEK COSMOLOGY 

ÁRealm of the gods 

hierarchically 

separate from realm 

of matter  



GREEK COSMOLOGY 

ÁPlato, Aristotle: forms, unmoved mover 



ANTHROPOCENTRIC HIERARCHY 





IMMANENCE VS. TRANSCENDENCE 

ÁGod becomes 

human: immanent 

ÁJesus leaves to go 

be with God: 

transcendent 

ÁSends Holy Spirit: 

immanent and 

transcendent 



SALVATION: PERSONAL OR COMMUNAL? 

ÁPersonal: each 

receives offer of grace 

ÁCommunal: available 

to all (not just the 

elect) 



TRINITY 

ÁIndividual Persons 

ÁCo-inhering,  

co-indwelling 

ÁRelational 

ÁRadically Other 



ESCHATOLOGY: WHERE IS THE KINGDOM? 

ÁòMy kingdom is not 

of this worldó (Jn 

18:36) 

ÁThe Kingdom of God 

is within you/among 

you (all) (Lk 17:21) 



LYNN WHITE, JR. (1967), òTHE HISTORICAL 

ROOTS OF OUR ECOLOGICAL CRISISó 

ÁAnthropocentrism 

ÁHierarchy 

ÁDualism 

ÁChange in understanding of natural theology 

ÁFailure of St. Francisõ understanding of other 

created things being bound up in the salvation 

story (Rom 8:18-25) 





Indulgences 

PROTESTANT 
REFORMATION 

 

 


